Book of Revelation
30 – Seven Angels, Seven Plagues

[The Seven Angels with Seven Plagues]


[15:1] Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.


[2] And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands. [3] And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,


“Great and amazing are your deeds,



O Lord God the Almighty!


Just and true are your ways,



O King of the nations!


[4] Who will not fear, O Lord,



and glorify your name?


For you alone are holy.



All nations will come



and worship you,


for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

  
[5] After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, [6] and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. [7] And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, [8] and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.

(Revelation 15 ESV)

1. Plot Review
a. Chapter 12

i. Introduction of two signs in heaven: 1) a woman and 2) a dragon

ii. The battle that the dragon wages against the woman

iii. The woman gives birth to a male child, who is taken up to heaven

iv. The dragon is defeated and cast down from heaven

v. The woman flees into the wilderness but is sheltered

vi. The dragon seeks revenge on the remaining offspring of the woman

b. Chapter 13

i. Introduction of two beasts: 1) from the sea and 2) from the earth

ii. Dragon delegates war to first beast

iii. First beast wages war against the saints through blasphemy of God and his people

iv. Those who dwell on the earth worship the first beast and the dragon

v. The second beast promotes worship of the first beast, creates an image of the first beast and appears to make it “live”

vi. Second beast marks those that belong to the first beast

c. Chapter 14

i. The scene returns to heaven where the saints/144k are seen worshiping the Lamb

1. The 144k sing a new song that only they can learn and sing

2. Their voices sound like harps

ii. Three angels proclaim judgment upon “those who dwell on earth”

1. First angel describes proper worship, which they have rejected

2. Second angel announces that Babylon has fallen

3. Third angel announces that those who worship the beast (i.e., failed to worship the Creator as announced by the first angel and consequently deceived by Babylon as announced by the second angel) and has its mark are under judgment and will be destroyed

iii. What about the saints?

1. Their task is to endure by keeping the commandments (the words of Revelation [1:3]) and trust in the faithfulness of Jesus (“the faith of Jesus”)

2. They will be protected from judgment, and they can rest
iv. Judgment occurs on the earth

1. Pictured as two harvests: grain and grapes

2. The grapes are trodden “outside the city” in the “winepress of the wrath of God”

3. The grapes are turned into “wine of God’s wrath”

v. Message is about conforming to and accommodating systems of the world based upon principles of the world

1. Includes political, religious, social, economic, etc.

2. “Those who dwell on earth” do not repent; i.e., they do not change their methods – systems of the world will not (cannot) change

3. The Church must not succumb to temptation to conform to and accommodate the worldly systems

a. Temptation to seek their influence

b. Temptation to seek to change them and to use them as a means of witness

4. The characters presented in Revelation represent systems and groups, not individuals

2. Chapter 15 overview
a. Third of three signs in heaven: seven angels with seven plagues

b. What follows appears to be the conclusion of judgment that began to be described in Revelation 6 with the seven seals
c. The scene is in heaven again

d. The sea, fire (judgment), Moses, song – all point to Exodus allusion – deliverance from Egypt via the Red Sea

e. Fire mingled in the sea of glass, mention of the beasts – point to results of judgment as seen with Israel over Egypt (bodies of Egyptians in the sea)
f. The song is reminiscent of the song of Moses, but is new because it is a song of the Lamb (c.f., ch 14, a new song)

g. The singing is accompanied by harps (c.f., ch 14, voices like harps)

h. The tent of witness (another name for the wilderness Tabernacle) is opened (c.f., 11:19)

i. Seven angels at the beginning of the chapter return, carrying seven plagues

i. With golden sashes (c.f., 1:6 where Jesus described with golden sash)

ii. One of the four living creatures give seven bowls of wrath to the angels

j. Sanctuary filled with smoke of glory (c.f., Ex 40:34; Isa 6:4; Hagg 2:7; 1 Ki 8:10-11; 2 Chr 5:13-14)

i. No one able to enter until ritual with seven bowls completed

3. Interpretive alternatives
a. Revelation as linear description of historical progression
i. Plagues and bowl of wrath as final judgments upon the earth

ii. The saints pictured here are different from the earlier saints

iii. The tent is a new structure introduced into Revelation

b. Revelation as multiple perspectives on a single narrative
i. Plagues and bowl of wrath describe another perspective of judgment already described (i.e., seals, trumpets)

ii. Saints pictured here are the same group as before (144k, Great Multitude, saints slain, etc.)

iii. The tent is another way of describing the temple in heaven

c. John appropriates OT prophecies for his time
i. What does Revelation describe?

1. What will literally happen during the final judgment… 

2. Or, the judgment as fulfillment of the justice Israel longed to see?

ii. Reminders: 
1. Revelation is not allegory

2. It is symbolic and metaphorical

3. It is less about individual details and more about the big picture of God’s workings for his Church

4. It is primarily drama and not systematic theology

5. Prophecy is primarily just a message from God to his people; not about future events

6. Revelation is not a roadmap for the future, but assurance for his people

iii. Isaiah 63-66 provides background for the latter part of Revelation

1. John employs in Revelation words, phrases, imagery, themes found in Isaiah

2. John does not make any effort in his use of Isaiah to correct any theological misunderstandings found in Israel’s past

a. It is probably assumed John’s audience can see past such problems when seen in the light of Jesus as the picture of God
b. Jesus used illustrations in his teachings that were not correct in a literal sense (e.g., rich man and Lazarus; signs of the end combining destruction of Jerusalem with end of the world; mustard seed is not the smallest seed)
c. We do the same thing when we refer to stories – fables, myths – from the past to illustrate messages for the present time
3. Events may unfold as literally described, or not. That is not the concern of Revelation.


4. Summary

a. The Church of the present time is Israel of the past

b. The Israel of old succumbed to accommodating and wedded to the worldly powers

c. The exhortation for the Church is to endure patiently the temptation to accommodate, to keep to the principles by which Jesus engaged the world
d. Israel of old was delivered from Egypt. The nation of Judah was given promises that she would be delivered from Babylon. God was faithful then in delivering his people. God will not fail in delivering his Church from the oppressors of the present age.

